
Tips for using N3FJP’s California QSO Party Logger

The California QSO Party logging software from N3FJP (available at this
link) is a good choice for portable operations using Windows PCs or
tablets. The learning curve is easier than some other contest loggers, and
the big bold user interface layout is visible in sunlight (depending on your
hardware of course).

Please make sure you’re running the latest version (4.4.7 or later).

The options below are highly recommended for CQP operation.
1. “Allow Duplicates” will warn you when you are logging a duplicate

contact, but will log the contact if you press Enter anyway. This is
recommended to aid in log checking and avoid Not-In-Log (NIL)
errors if the other station does not have you in their log. There are no
penalties for logging duplicate contacts.

2. “Use Abbreviations to Autofill County” will allow you to type in the
4-letter county abbreviations (e.g. “SBEN”) or the full name (e.g. “San
Bernardino”), whichever you prefer. This will be easier on CW or if
someone gives you the abbreviation phonetically.

See screen shot on next page:
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Logging a County-Line Contact

If you contact someone operating from a county line and they give you an
exchange such as “SFRA/SMAT” on CW or “San Francisco and San Mateo
county line” on Phone, you can log that in N3FJP by typing in both county
abbreviations separated by a plus sign ‘+’ (not a slash ‘/’):

This will generate the correct log entries – one line for each county, both
with the same serial numbers for both you and them:
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Logging From a County-Line Operation

If you are operating from a county line, it is easy to configure N3FJP to log
this correctly. When you start the logger, if the Setup form appears, just
type in one of the counties. (You can’t use abbreviations or enter multiple
counties here:)
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If the Setup form doesn’t appear when you start the logger, go to “Settings”,
“Setup…” to bring up the form and make sure everything is entered
correctly. (Don’t worry about latitude/longitude unless you want the logger
to give you bearings to stations so you can turn your antenna.)

After hitting “Done” to save the Setup:

● Go to the main menu item “Change County”:

It should already have the first county you entered on the Setup form. Click
on the big button to add multiple counties:
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Type in the second county name (not abbreviation) and press Enter (don’t
just hit Done):

Repeat until all of your counties are shown in the list on top (3-county-line
example shown) and then hit Done:
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Now whenever you log a contact, the logger will automatically create the
multiple QSO lines needed, all with the same sequence number:

There is one inconvenience in this mode: if you happen to log someone
else who is also on a county line, you cannot use the ‘+’ syntax to enter
their counties all in one entry. So for example, if you work W6T calling from
Trinity and Shasta counties, you would first enter one county:

Then hit ‘Recall’ in the top menu (just to the right of ‘Change Counties’) and
re-enter it with the second county:

This will create all the QSO lines needed for your county-line contact with
another county-line station (six lines in this example):

CW Operators – please note: It is not recommended to use the “Tab Sends Message”
feature when operating from a county line, as the logger will send the exchange once
for each QSO line created. Just use F2 and F3 if you are using the logger to send CW.
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